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All-purpose table-making packages 
       

Stars on GitHub  678  541  587 

Questions on 
StackOverflow  739   622  2016 

CRAN Downloads  83K/month  50K/month  260K/month 

flextable DT

* data as of 02-07-2024 



table1 
df <- survival::pbc |>

  dplyr::select(

    age, bili, albumin,

    stage, hepato, sex

  )

table1::table1(

  x = ~ age + bili + albumin +

    factor(stage) + factor(hepato) | sex,

  data = df, overall = F,

  render.continuous = c(. = "Mean (SD)")

)
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gtsummary 
library(gtsummary)

survival::pbc |>

  dplyr::select(

    age, bili, albumin,

    stage, hepato, sex

  ) |>

  tbl_summary(

    by = sex,

    statistic = all_continuous()

    ~ "{mean} ({sd})"

  ) |>

  add_p()
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Elevating gtsummary 
data_dict <- readr::read_csv("data-dictionary.csv")

head(data_dict)

#> # A tibble: 6 × 2
#>   variable variable_label                            
#>   <chr>    <chr>                                     
#> 1 age      Age (years)                               
#> 2 bili     Serum bilirubin (mg/dl)                  
#> 3 albumin  Serum albumin (g/dl)                      
#> 4 stage    Histologic stage of disease               
#> 5 hepato   Presence of hepatomegaly or enlarged liver
#> 6 sex      Sex



Elevating gtsummary 
# create a named vector

labels_vec <- tibble::deframe(data_dict)

# assign each variable with its respective label attribute

df <- labelled::set_variable_labels(df, !!!labels_vec)

# render summary table

tbl_summary(

  df,

  by = sex,

  statistic = all_continuous() ~ "{mean} ({sd})"

)

* df defined in slide 5  





By combining the strengths of different 
packages, you can easily create visually 

polished tables in a way that is conducive 
to reproducible analysis. 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