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STAYING CONNECTED AFTER MDS:
GETTING INVOLVED IN DATA SCIENCE
COMMUNITIES

Reiko Okamoto




INTRODUCTION

xyBSc in Microbiology and Immunology ‘18

L.l ®Master of Data Science ‘20

i=:Methodologist at Bruyére Health Research Institute
BPreviously: Ministry of Health (BC), NRC

‘mHas 2 cats




WHAT IS A COMMUNITY OF
PRACTICE?

A community of practice (CoP) is a group of people who

"share a concern or a passion for something they do and

learn how to do it better as they interact regularly".[ﬂ The

FROM WIKIPEDIA




WHY GET INVOLVED? '

0 Learn and grow together

QStay current with new tools and technigques

eBuiId connections

°Collaborate and co-create

I e Foster a positive culture




LOCAL COMMUNITIE

5 '
DISCOVER THEM ON MEETUP

(R R-Ladies Vancouver

@ PyLadies Vancouver

& PyData Vancouver

Wl Data, Cloud, and Al in
Vancouver

. Il And so many more!



https://www.meetup.com/rladies-vancouver/
https://www.meetup.com/pyladies-vancouver/
https://www.meetup.com/vanpydata/
https://www.meetup.com/big-data-developers-in-vancouver/
https://www.meetup.com/big-data-developers-in-vancouver/
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' VIRTUAL COMMONITIES '
{‘ -

THE
e® | CARPENTRIES

Bioconductor
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https://www.bioconductor.org/about/get-involved/
https://contributing.ropensci.org/
https://carpentries.org/community/get-involved/
https://dslc.io/
https://contributor.r-project.org/slack
https://guide.rladies.org/comm/slack/

50CIAL MEDIA PLATFORM

#rstats

wes Follow hashtag

187 posts - 159 participants - 29 posts today

: Stephen Turner ® 51m
; @stephenturner.us@bsky.brid.gy
patchwork 1.3.0 www.tidyverse.org/blog/2024/09... now with tables! #rstats

patchwork 1.3.0 - Tidyverse

www. tidyverse.org

patchwork 1.3.0

patchwork 1.3.0 has just been released bringing refinements to t...

ao a x4 |

Cascadia R Conf ® 1h
{@cascadiarconf@fosstodon.org

’ Want Blazing-Fast Data Science with R?

Join Josiah Parry at Cascadia R to explore how Apache Arrow + Rust are
revolutionizing data workflows!

Discover:;

% How Arrow eliminates friction in cross-language data sci
& Why Rust is the future!

# {anime}—a cutting-edge R package built with Rust & Arrow

Perfect for R users who want speed, scalability, and next-gen tooling!

1™ June 21, 2025

MASTODON

ses Follow hashtag

#python

444 posts - 366 participants - 70 posts today

@ Leanpub ® 8m
Learpib  @leanpub

Ultimate ML interpretability bundle: Interpretable Machine Learning + Interpreting
Machine Learning Models With SHAP leanpub.com/b/interpretability by Christoph
Molnar is the featured bundle of ebooks 'E on the Leanpub homepage! leanpub.com
#DataScience #Python #MachinelLearning #books #ebooks

Interpreting Interpretable .
Machine Learning Mod Machine Learning
With SHAP A Guide for Making
Black Box Models Explainable
A Guite With Python Examples
And Thesry On Shagiey Values 4

h 0 z 'ﬁ D "ew
Neustradamus :xmpp: :linux: ® 29m
@neustradamus

#Python 3.13.4 has been released python.org/




50CIAL MEDIA PLATFORM

BLUESKY

Data Viz 4l I\ Pin Feed
Feed by @jacqueschrag.com

A curated feed for all things data visualization. Sharing your work, how-to's, opinions,
external resources, etc. are all welcome!

Include the [yl emoji in your post. Sign up and get more information at bsky.app/profile/ B Python Programming 2\ Pin Feed

jacq... Feed by @clairem.secondlife.bio

Liked by 248 users This feed is about Python Programming Language, filtering out as much as possible
irrelevant "python" material (Monty Python, Ball Python, etc.) and "Hello World" posts.

This feed is actively maintained, and the filters will be updated regularly.

#rstats .
Pin Feed "Like" thi i i I
Feed by @andrew.heiss.phd Like" this feed to help others find this feed!
Liked by 655 users

Since Bluesky doesn't support hashtags (yet), this is a fake hashtag feed for all posts with
#rstats

Liked by 241 users




50CIAL MEDIA PLATFORM

BLUESKY

JOIN THE CONVERSATION JOIN THE CONVERSATION
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R-Ladies Starter Pack Computer Vision
on “ Bluesky on “ Bluesky

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
' 9§ N -
Q! <

Open Source Geospatial

on “ Bluesky



https://go.bsky.app/Vgxwa2F
https://go.bsky.app/PkAKJu5
https://go.bsky.app/PGYLmPG

WE ARE R-LADIES
ROTATING CURATION
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| Ladies I i
Rotating Edit Profile  «--
b Sl

We Are R-Ladies
@weare.rladies.org aJ
1.4K followers 150 following 498 posts

Rotating Curator for the @rladies.org community @
& guide.rladies.org/rocur/

2 Pinned
. i ~ ([ ]
I/(ﬁ}l We Are R-Ladies @weare.rladies.org - Tmo )
&z w»l} We're looking for more curators for the second half of 2025! Want to — e e OW I WO r S
|

share your voice or know someone who should?

This week's curator: TBA

Posts  Replies Media Videos Likes Feeds  Starter Packs Lis

# Sign up to curate: rladies.org/form/rocur-s...
L Learn what curating involves: guide.rladies.org/rocur/guide/
® Nominate someone you admire: rladies.org/form/rocur-n...

R-Ladies Rotating Curator Sign-Up - R-Ladies Global

R-Ladies is a world-wide organization to promote gender diversity in the R
community

@ rladies.org
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https://bsky.app/profile/weare.rladies.org
https://rladies.org/form/rocur-signup/
https://rladies.org/form/rocur-nomination/
https://guide.rladies.org/rocur/guide/

_________ CONFERENCES '

MAJOR EVENTS
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https://us.pycon.org/2025/
https://cascadiarconf.com/
https://rconsortium.github.io/RMedicine_website/
https://earl-conference.com/
https://posit.co/conference/
https://user2025.r-project.org/

= Université
de Montréal

marginaleffects

use

Vincent Arel-Bundock
vincentarelbundock

Follow

Political science prof

A, 763 followers - 4 following




R PROJECT SPRINT @ RDEVDAY @
UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK, AUG 2023 UNIVERSITY OF SALZBURG, JUL 2024
\Fix bugs Add features

Il

Update docs @& Translate messages



https://contributor.r-project.org/r-project-sprint-2023/
https://contributor.r-project.org/r-dev-day-plus-2024/

DO IT ON A BUODGET '

e SeeK out scholarships
> E.g., apply to be an Opportunity Scholar
e Present your work

o Registration/travel often covered
e Join events virtually when possible

" W



https://posit.co/blog/apply-to-be-an-opportunity-scholar-at-posit-conf-2025/

SUMMARY ﬂ

0Loca| communities

QVirtuaI communities
eSociaI media platforms
°Conferences and symposiums

°Community coding events and hackathons




QUESTION
TIME

reikookamoto.github.io @linkedin.com/in/reiko-o
Rgithub.com/reikookamoto



http://reikookamoto.github.io/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/reiko-o
https://github.com/reikookamoto

